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Our Fairtrade 

Borough status

has been 

renewed until 

September 2021

STOP 

PRESS
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Working with groups in the community -
some stats from the Annual Report 2018-19:

GFA gave talks or presentations to: Number 
of people

Elson Junior School 120

The WI – Village People branch 60

Catholic Women’s League 15

organised two large events:

one with a speaker: Cheryl McGechie, from the Fairtrade 

Foundation, to The Mayor’s Fairtrade Tea Party 70

one chocolate tasting event 400

sent resources to:

20 Schools (PowerPoint presentations about chocolate)

32 Churches (article for newsletters; links to Fairtrade Foundation 

resources including a worship outline; a PowerPoint presentation; and a 

poster about the Fairtrade Fortnight Chocolate event.) 



The display about 10 years of
Fairtrade activity in Gosport
went to the libraries in Elson
and Bridgemary in May 2018



The GFA 

team took 

part in the 

Christian Aid 

Week Quiz –

we won in 

2018 and 

came 2nd in 

2019



Friends of Leesland Park
The September 2018 event was cancelled due to bad weather 

but the Christmas event, Santa in the Park, held in 

December 2018 and the September 2019 event were very 

successful.

Fairtrade drinks 

kept people warm 

in the queue to see 

Santa -

lots of chat over tea 

and coffee and 

Fairbreaks.

The summer 

display showed 

where people could 

buy their own 

Fairtrade supplies.



GFA members 

worked with the 

“Help Palestine” 

stalls selling 

Fairtrade and fairly 

traded products from 

Palestine at the: 

South Downs Sustainability Fair in May 2018 and 2019

Lee-on-the-Solent Christmas Market in Dec 2018

Fairtrade Fortnight Chocolate event in March 2019 (pictured)



FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT: Town Hall

A poster

display in the 

reception area 

outlined the 

basic rights of 

women cocoa 

producers and 

how Fairtrade 

could help 

them earn a 

living income



The Mayor hosted a Fairtrade Tea Party in the 

Council Chamber

to focus on the role of Fairtrade in improving 

women’s lives

Cheryl McGechie (Fairtrade Foundation) talks about her visit to women cocoa 

farmers in the Cote d’Ivoire, and the Campaign for a Living Income for producers.



MP Caroline Dinenage enjoys 

a cup of Fairtrade tea with 

Mayor, Diane Furlong

We sought to celebrate the achievements of women in Gosport so 

we invited them and women’s organisations. All the seven WI 

branches in Gosport sent two representatives and took part in a 

Fairtrade cake competition. 

Guests chat with GFA members and confer 

about the quiz over Fairtrade refreshments

The Mayor’s Fairtrade Tea Party



Guests applaud members of Loud 

and Proud  for their role in the 

success of the party.

Judges, the Rev. Karen 

Mitchell and the Rev. Helen 

Higgin-Botham award Co-op 

donated Fairtrade goodies to 

the winner, Elayne Kenway of 

Gosport WI.

Fairtrade Cake 

Competition

Thanks to 

Loud and Proud

Once the cakes were 

judged the guests ate them 

as part of the refreshments!



Chocolate Tasting



Chocolate 

Fountain

Tasting 

the Co-op 

range

Signing 

the 

petition

Displays and 

children’s 

activities



SCHOOLS

in Fairtrade Fortnight

GFA chair talked to an assembly of about 

120 students for Fairtrade Fortnight

The after-school cookery club used 

Fairtrade ingredients to make chocolate 

cake in Fairtrade Fortnight.

GFA sent to all schools 

presentations that could be 

used in assemblies and an 

offer of speakers



Rob Thomas, Chief Correspondent of the on-line 

Globe, responded to Mark’s press releases and photos 

to report on the Tea Party; used GFA’s poster to 

advertise the Chocolate Event and followed up with 

phone calls to write an accurate report.

Press Coverage: 
The Gosport and Fareham Globe – on line



Press Coverage: The News

Thoughtful coverage in The 

News followed a visit to the 

Chocolate event by 

Reporter, David George, 

and his photographic team.

An Editorial picked up on 

issues raised in Fairtrade 

Fortnight by press releases 

from Portsmouth and 

Gosport Groups.



Recent Activities

‘The Future of 

Fairtrade’

In May, members, and 

people from Winchester, 

Fareham, Havant and 

Portsmouth Groups, came 

to Café Coco, in 

Portsmouth, for a talk about 

the future of Fairtrade, given 

by Dr Matthew Anderson, 

Senior Lecturer in Business 

Ethics, University of 

Portsmouth.

Loud and Proud 

Awards Ceremony 

2019

In September, several 

members of GFA were 

privileged to attend the 

dinner and Awards 

Ceremony.  This was an 

opportunity to learn more 

about the achievements 

of this remarkable group 

of young volunteers, who 

have helped GFA with 

many of its larger events 
in the last few years .



Scouts

A Cubs’ cooking competition on 12th Oct. had a Fairtrade theme. 

GFA provided a judge. Bananas and chocolate featured widely in 

the recipes. Fairtrade roses decorated some of the tables and 

one group had made Fairtrade cotton napkins printed with the 

Fairtrade Mark.                                       

12th Gosport won the 

overall competition. 

6th Gosport (pictured) 

gained special 

commendation for their 

interpretation of the 

Fairtrade theme.



Christmas

FUTURE PLANS

St Mary’s 
Alverstoke with St 
Francis and St Faith

Christmas Tree 
Festival 
2019

GFA will be decorating 

a tree to celebrate 

and publicise 

Fairtrade.



GFA is planning to take action in 

the New Year with scouts and 

other volunteers by planting a 

hedge to help conserve nature.

We’ll round off the 

afternoon with a party 

to celebrate 25 years 

of the Fairtrade Mark. 



Fairtrade Fortnight 2020

Monday 24 February - Sunday 8 March 2020

In 2020 we will 

continue our 

mission to ensure 

that all farmers are 

paid fairly for their 

work and are able 

to earn a living 

income, starting 

with cocoa farmers 

in West Africa.



Comments?

Questions?

Email: gosportfa@tiscali.co.uk

mailto:gosportfa@tiscali.co.uk

